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Pattern 
for 
kurope : 


by ERIC G. ATTWOOD 


T the annual general meeting 
-. of the Peace Pledge Union 
in 1941 Alexander Miller made a 
telling speech in which he inter- 
preted the war as an incident in 
the age-long struggle between 
Order and Liberty: two prin- 
ciples which are always in ten- 
sion in human societies. 
many was represented as the 
protagonist of Order; Britain of 
Liberty. 

The war has gone on for nearly 
four years since then, and in the pro- 
cess Order and Liberty have been 
transmuted, as they always are when 
the conflict between them is referred 
to the arbitrament of armed violence, 
inte Tyranny and Anarchy. The 
struggle now reveals jtself as a choice 
between two evils. “‘Order’” becomes 
synonymous with oppression; 
“Liberty” with chaos. 


Example of Greece 


This chaos has been the common 
experience of. “liberated” Europe. 
Everywhere there have followed, in 
the wake of “liberating” armies, 
hunger, civil strife, and sporadic out- 
breaks of mob-law. This experience 
has found its focal point in the recent 
happenings in Greece, but the same 
disease is incipient throughout the 
re-occupied territories, and there is 
grave danger that Greece may become 
the pattern for Europe. 

It is a baffling situation: the 
intuitive conviction of the militarist 
that there must be a rational solution 
—that somehow the war must make 
sense—is repeatedly contradicted by 
the perversity of events, and he is 
constantly betrayed into the very 
actions which have aroused his indig- 
nation when committed by the enemy. 
“Looking back, I cannot bring it to 
my conscience that any one of the 
decisions’—of the Churchill Cabinet 
—‘was wrong,’ says Mr. Bevin. 
Nevertheless, the conception of demo- 
eracy incorporated in My Churchill’s 
naive definition has had a great fall 
and all the king’s horses and all the 
king’s men (not to speak of all the 
king’s tanks, guns, and airplanes) 
cannot put Humpty Dumpty together 
again. 


Sham democracy 


The realization is growing, not only 
on the Continent but in Britain itself, 
that the democracy represented by 
decennial access to the ballot-box is a 
hollow fraud; that it is the dupe of 
every pressure group with an axe to 
grind; and that in a society based 
upon organized greed, where the 
general will (i.e. common interest) 
is habitually subordinated to the par- 
ticular will (the private imterest) 
democracy cannot survive. 

This realization is at the basis of 
the Continental resistance movements, 
which (except in Poland), in the 
absence of any response from Britain, 
turn, however mistakenly, te Russia 
for support. And Stalin uses them 
in furtherance of his own obscure 
designs. Thus, upon the struggle for 
power between Britain and Germany 
is being superimposed a_ struggle 
between ballot-box democracy (the 
democracy of big business and the 
Press Lords) and the revolutionary 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Ger- | 


PLAN THAT KILLS CHANCES — 


OF A JUST PEACE 


S the war drags to its uncertain end, a black fog of disillusion, 
cynicism and gloom settles over the whole world. By imper- 
ceptible degrees, during five years of total warfare, this 

so-called civilization has descended into a moral abyss, where the 


atmosphere is so murky that 
distinguished. 


good and evil ean scarcely be 


Only a few weeks ago, great hones were being set on M. Bidault, 


the Foreign Minister of France. 
He represented, we were told, 
the best elements in the French 
Resistance. He was a Catholic 
and a Democrat, practically a 
Christian Socialist, who stood 
for European unity based on 
justice. Being only too anxious 
to believe in something, or some- 
body, we were prepared to 
believe that. 


Backing Russia’s plan 
Now this same M. Bidault, having 


“ bathed in the realism of Moscow, 
returns to Paris to tell his country- 
men that France is entirely in agree- 
ment with the Russian plan to take 
Pomerania and Silesia (as well as 
East Prussia) from Germany and 
hand it to the Poles. “In any Russo- 
German conflict on both sides the first 
pre-occupation was to have Poland as 
an ally.” In other words, by handing 
provinces of Germany to Poland, 
Poland would be made utterly de- 
pendent upon Russia. 

Long before Churchill publicly 
broached his proposition that Poland 
should be compensated at the expense 
of Germany, we pointed to this as the 
probable Russian design. But we con- 
fess we had no notion that France, 
rescued from German occupation less 


, by her own than by others’ exertions, 


would have learned so little as to 
welcome this evil plan. 

If that is all the wisdom and good 
that two revolutions—the French and 
the Russian—can devise for a smitten 
and distracted Europe, it is time that 
this civilization did perish. It has 
lost vision and hope and courage. It 
is paralyzed by fear. 


Diagnosis - not remedy 


HE Bishop of Chichester described 
the situation in the Lords, on 
Dec. 19. 


“Of all the crises in which we are involved, 
dhe spiritual crisis is the gravest. There is a 
profound sense of frustration and despair; 
there is not only a material but a moral disin- 
tegration. Without a recovery of purpose, 
without a restoration of hope, the dissolution 
of European culture is inevitable. The funda- 
mental menace to our civilization is not Com- 
munism but Nihilism—the attitude of destruc- 
tion and negation which calls evil good and 
good evil.’ 


But, with all respect for his Lord- 
ship, it is ef little profit to diagnose 
the evil, without recognizing that it is 
being perpetuated by the acts of 
statesmen. Again, what is the use of 
setting one’s hope on a revival of in- 
stitutional Christianity, when—quite 
apart from the jnherent improbability 
of such a revival—the body of 
Christians is totally disagreed on the 


HAPPINESS 


WISH all readers of Peace News 

a happy New Year. Happy in 
the ordinary sense of the word it 
cannot be. There is as yet no visible 
end to the misery and suffering of the 
war; and 


“Those to whom the miseries of the 
world 


Are misery and will not let them 
rest” 


cannot hope to be simply happy. But 
they may have the happiness of doing 
what they can towards the ultimate 
triumph of Truth. : 


They can fight against the Lie in themselves 
and in others; against the Fiend of self-right- 
eousness; against the perilous assumption shat 
there is an easy way to a better world. They 
can, in a word, seek to be fully alive, so that 
the new and more abundant life may work 
through them. And that is also happiness. 

I ¢hank our readers for their steady support 
of the Peace News fund, and I hope that, as 
they realize how desperate will be the need of 
a little Imagination in the coming misery, 
their support will increase, 


Contributions since Dee. 22%: £29 14s. 6d. 
Total to date: £5,615 Os. 4d. 


THE EDITOR 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 

News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


bearing of Christian principles on 
political acts? 


Why no protest ? 


T is a professed Christian—in 

M. Bidamit—who welcomes the 
ethical nihilism of making the Poles 
the perpetual] enemies of the Germans 
in order that they may be compelled 
to be the allies of Russia. 

What has now been accepted as the 
foundation of the peace-settlement of 
Europe, is an open outrage to all the 
principles of a just peace enunciated 
by Christian authorities—from the 
Pope downwards—during the war. 
But not one of the three Bishops who 
spoke on Lord Templewood’s motion 
breathed a word of criticism of the 
concrete terms to Germany which 
have now been publicly adopted by 
Russia, Britain and France, That is 
nihilism in act. Where is the Christian 
protest against it? 


Safeguard human rights 


FORD Templewood himself gained 
our sympathy by his studied 


R. William Sollmann, formerly 

German Minister of the Interior 
under the Weimar Republic, has given 
his views on the problem of the 
education of Germany into democracy. 
It must be, in the main, the work of 
the Germans themselves. But that 
does not mean thrusting full demo- 
eracy on tothem. Even if democratic 
elections were possible soon, no 
government under democratic control 
could stand the responsibility of 
governing the Germans under the 
combined pressure of the victors and 
the confused domestic situation. 


Before the Nazi victory 75% to 
90% of Germans voted. Many Ger- 
mans knew more about the philosophy 
and technique of democracy than 
their opponents. 


“The Germans are neither docile nor sub- 
missive. They are a super-critical nation, as 
the multitude of quarrelling parties under the 
Weimar Republic showed. They finally got 
total dictatorship because of their disunity and 
abuse of freedom. 

“The political deficiency of the Germans is 
their lack of submission to democratic co- 
operation through give-and-take and of getting 
along with others in freedom by necessary 
compromise. ‘They are doctrinaires, not poli- 
ticians. That is the. real educational problem, 
not their alleged belief that they belong to a 
super-race. No sizeable minority of workers or 
peasants has ever accepted that nonsense.” 


“A REST-PERLOD” 


On top of this has come 12 years 
of totalitarian suppression-~ and 
mental destruction. When the war 
ends they will be prepared only to 
distrust, hate. and kill one another. 
Therefore, they need a _ rest-period 
under firm allied military government, 
under which local, provincial, and 
finally nation-wide democratic move- 
ments may develop. 

“Military government need by no means be 
oppressive as the Americans and British amply 
proved in my home province; the Rhineland, 
after 1918. The problem is not so much the 
military occupation itself as the policy behind 
it. If the USA, Great Britain, Russia, and 
France can agree on the future of Germany 
and Western Europe, the problem of occupation 
becomes one of secondary importance.” 

It is useless to discuss the wisdom 
of the unilateral disarmament of Ger- 

jmany, says Dr. Sollmann. It is a 
ge And there is no reason 


why it should do harm. 


moderation. He left it to others—not 
only Bishops—to talk of religion. He 
pleaded for the universal adoption of 
& much simplified Wellsian declara- 
tion of the rights of man, He pointed 
out that Russia had nominally 
adopted them in Articles 123-128 of 
the Soviet Constitution of 1936. Un- 
fortunately, the Constitution had not 
been put into operation, 

But he would like to see the United 
Nations sign a convention accepting 
and promising to safeguard these 
elementary human rights: equality 
before the Law, a unified and estab- 
lished sysem of justice, no racialism, 
religious freedom, and freedom of ad- 
mission to the professions and publie 
employment, freedom of discussion, 
freedom of the Press, freedom of 


movement. 

“Until these rights are generally accepted, 
dictatorships will continue, moral standards 
will be lowered, and there will be little or no 
epee of the recovery we all so passionately 
desire." 


An American lead 


{Tt is worth noting that Senator 

Wheeler the isolationist leader 
has presented to the Senate a six- 
point resolution demanding the adop- 
tion by the United Natians of such a 


universal Bill of Rights; and also 

“The immediate creation of a: United Nations 
political council to provide for the democratic 
settlement, in harmony with the principles of 
the Atlantic Charter, of territorial questions 
that. have arisen in Europe and may arise 
elsewhere” (D. Telegraph, Jan. 1). 


Another point calls for the forma- 
tion of a general European federation 
based on the sovereign equality of all 
European nations. 

I hope that the resolution is passed. 
Isolationism is a mingled yarn: this 
comes from the thread of gold in it. 


Continental politics 


THESE basic human rights, as con- 
ceived by the Liberal tradition, 
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A GERMAN .DEMOCRAT’S VIEWS ON 
Bringing democracy. 
back to Germany 


“Many millions of Germans will accept dis- 
armament cheerfully, exactly as they did after 
the last war. I was elected to the Reichstag 
eight times in succession as a Social Democrat, 
and not one of my voters ever complained 


about Germany’s disarmament either by letter. 


or in any meeting I conducted. It was differ- 
ent in the nationalist parties, although even 
there the demand for rearmament became 
popular only after waiting for years for signs 
of disarmament in other countries. Moreover, 
the rearmament programme never wouid have 


had such wide popular support had it not. 


meant jobs for many who were then in 
economic despair.”’ 

The international control of Ger- 
many’s economic war-potential is as 
necessary as disarmament. It is a 
simple matter, and does not require 
such a fantastic crime against the 
economy of Europe as the “pastor- 
alizing” of Germany. Only 30% of 
Germans are employed in agriculture. 
The Morgenthau plan would drive 
Germany into the arms of Russia. 

The international economic organ- 
ization of Western Europe is desir- 
able, and should grow from the jnter- 
nationalization of the coal and iron 
districts on the western borders of 
Germany. 


FEDERAL SOLUTION 


Politically, Germany should become 
a federation, but not by reviving old 
and obsolete dynastic divisions. A 
complete regrouping is necessary. 
The division of Germany into two or 
three nations would create a nation- 
alism of overwhelming power. No 
living German remembers anything 
less than a united Reich. 


“In conclusion, it must be remembered that 
the Germans in their vast majority are anti- 
capitalist and in one way or another socialist. 
Before Hitler, the Socialists and Communists 
had 40 per cent. of the votes, but millions of 
Christian workers and Nazis also held socialist, 
though not Marxian, beliefs. The highly cen- 
tralized war-economy and the destruction of 
middle-class property by bombing must have 
accelerated tendencies toward collectiviam tre- 
mendously. Similar developments exist every- 
where on the Continent. 

“Very soon the fiction will disappear that 
our problem is Prussianism, Junkers, German 
disarmament and other trips into the part. We 
face the necessity of the economic, political 
and cultural reconstruction of Europe, and the 
answer has to be found in radical and rapid 
reforms, or in immense violent revolutions. 
Stateamanship of intellectual force and mora! 
energy should try to unite positive reformers 
in all countries for great construct've goals. 
Perhaps such statesmen would 4rd greater 
support in a de-Hitlerized Germany than we 
realize now in the fog of war psychosis” 
(Worldover Press.) 


ft 
t 
r 


January 5, 1945 


PEACE News | British intervention in Greece and 
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All letters on other than editorial matters 
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THE YELLOW. 
DUCK4 


TJNRRA has had to withdraw a 
a large part of its personnel and 
partly to suspend operations in 
Greece. In the dismay, bewilderment, 
and recrimination caused by the hitter 
civil strife the real privation and 
sufferings of the Greek people seem 
to be forgotten in this country, They 
seem to be forgotten even by the con- 
testants themselves, for it is hard to 
believe that if this were in the fore- 
front of their thoughts some way of 
accommodation would not have been 
quickly found. 


A moving glimpse of the hidden 
realities is contained in a passage 
from a letter written by a British 
naval commander in Greek waters, 
quoted by Sir Sydney Cockerell in 
The Times (Dec. 19): 

“My ship’s company are 


busy 


even made a large woollen ball myself 
.». We happen to know a wretchedly 
poor Greek Convent, where 80 small 
children, all orphans, are cared for. 
The very best that can be done for 
them is done—but it amounts to prac- 
tically nothing—they are more than 
half starved. Many of the babies are 
raw—because they have to be washed 
in sea water, fresh water being so 
precious that it can only be spared 
for drinking. None of them has ever 
known a sweet, or seen any sort of 
toy. The proud possession of the 
children was a small ring of steel 
which could be rolled along the floor 
—not even a tin to beat with a stick: 
for every tin is required as a cooking 
utensil, and all sticks are fuel. 

“A naval officer I know happened to 
have a wooden yellow duck on wheels 
on board—it was an intended Christ- 
mas present for a niece in England. 
He presented it to the Convent. It 
caused stupefaction! It was received 
with wide-eyed silence and gaping 
mouths—and then solemnly led by a 
daring four-year-old out into the 
street. In absolute silence all the 
children followed it, and soon a regu- 
lar procession was started, with old 
men and women, soldiers, priests, 
everyane—and they all followed the 
yellow duck through the main street 
of the town. Someone found a Union 
Jack and hoisted it on a pole. A 
tattered dirty drummer appeared 
from somewhere, and a fiddler with a 
squeaky fiddle. They played, almost 
unrecognizably, ‘God Save the King’. 
And the yellow duck, a hideosity, was 
finally led, like the Trojan horse, back 
into the Convent—and so we make 
toys for them now and hope to get 
them to the kids before Christmas.” 

Apart from the pathos and beauty 
of that story from the life, the picture 
it gives of the lovely simplicity of the 
Greek peasant corresponds with all 
our own information about them. 

We do the Greek people a serious 
wrong in thinking of them in terms 
of Left and Right. Democracy, when 
it has functioned at all in Greece, has 
made precious little difference to their 
weal or woe. It has been a scramble 
for power among minority factions of 
townsmen. Without far more know- 
ledge than is possessed by any one in 
this country, it is impossible to say 
whether ELAS is a unified political 
movement with clear political aims at 
all. That it is in some sense a 
popular movement may be readily 
granted; but popular is a word of 
many meanings. The Greeks have a 
childish love of processions and have 
always been prone to let off riflles 
fast and furiously when they can get 
them. 

In future when we apply the word 
popular to a Greek insurrectionary 
movement we should do well to re- 
member the procession of the Yellow 
Duck. That was a popular movement. 
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“QBSERVER” has, indeed, given us 

facts about Greece “that defy 
the dogma of the Left”; mainly be- 
cause he appears to have a different 
source of information from that to 
which the majority of us have.access. 


The suggestion that “the Mountain 
Brigade and Sacred Division were 
purged of their Left-wing elements” 
is a novel interpretation of what hap- 
pened after the Cairo mutiny. Prac- 
tically everyone has accepted that 
these were the only two groups which 
did not take much part in the mutiny: 
the remainder of the armed forces— 
the navy and the lst Army Group— 
suffered a purge of its active demo- 
crats, The crypto-fascist, pro-mon- 
awchy sympathies of the Mountain 
Brigade and the Sacred Division are, 
more or less, a matter of general 
agreement. It is the fact that they 
are reinforced by an_army containing 
no “Left” elements, a police force that 
served the Germans effectively and a 
British Army under the ultimate 
direction of Churchill which causes 
anxiety to all who care for the future 


(of Greece. 
making toys for Greek children: I’ve | 


It is difficult to be confused, as “Observer” 
appears to be, by the sentiments of M. Sophou- 
lis. His opinion of, EAM should be considered 
in the light of the circumstances of the utter- 
ance and his own past record. 


Nor does it seem helpful to suggest that, 
because British Labour supports its own decor. 
ative, politically stabilizing but fairly innocu- 
ous monarchy, it must not condemn the 
monarchs of Italy, Yugo-Slavia, and Greece, 
who have openly espoused the cause of fascism. 

“Observer’’ does us an injustice to suggest 
that, as_pacifists, we condemn intervention 
against ‘EAM, but condone the revolutionary 
uprising. A few weeks ago John Middleton 
Murry wrote of the danger of attempting to 
take ethical principles into the sphere of poli- 
tical judgment. His colleague is too hasty in 
classing as “moral equivocation” something 
that is not meant to be more than a political 
judgment. 

Both “Observer” and the correspondent he 
quotes would do well to re-examine the repre- 
sentative character of the backing of EAM 
It is, perhaps, not too late to explain to them 
that the regular forces of ELAS have not yet 
been engaged. Nothing is gained by asking, 
quite rhetorically, ‘‘Where does all their am- 
munition come from?” A more profitable ques- 
tion would be: In what cause is the British 
Army using its ammunition? 

DONALD PORT 


6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


“Observer” writes: “Too many questions are 
begged here. The palice of Paris, also, 
‘served the Germans effectively’. Part of the 
case against the British action was that 
Churchill refused to allow M. Sophoulis to 
form an all-party Government. The Greek 
King ig accused, in common with the Italian 
King, of ‘openly espousing the cause of 
fascism’; yet he was the acknowledged leader 
of his country in its resistance to the 
Italians. Perhaps Mr. Port should answer 
his final ‘more profitable’ question himself.” 

It was announced from Cairo on Jul. 1 that 
the Mountain Brigade had been formed from 
elements of the Greek Ist Brigade dissolved 
after the mutiny.—Ed. 


Grounds for suspicion 


JN his review of the Greek situation, 

“Observer” seems to have over- 
looked one important point. To be 
seen in its proper light, this situation 
must be looked at as part of the 
world situation. 


When it is known that the British 
Government vetoed the appointment 
of Count Sforza_as Foreign Secretary 
to the Italian Government, and that 
(according to several.sources) two 
lorry-loads of soldiers were described 
as attempting a “putsch” in Belgian 
political affairs justifying interven- 
tion by Allied ferces, even a pacifist 
may perlraps be forgiven if he is sus- 
Picious of British aims in_ Greece, 
particularly if, as seems evident, the 
shooting did not open from the EAM 
side, 

As pacifists, we condemn all resort to vio- 
lence. But we are not ashamed of admitting 
sympathy for the working classes of Greece, 
even as we sympathize with the Norwegians, 
Danes, and Dutch, who have suffered under a 
brutal Nazi occupation, and have resisted 
where possible with violence. The Greeks have 
suffered for a long while under unchosen 
authority, and may perhaps be forgiven if they 
are suspicious of any moves which appear to 
establish dominatian once again in the gaddle. 


KENNETH A. KENDALL 
ERIC S. TUCKER 
26 Harold Rd., London, S.E.19. 


Power - politics 


pray I congratulate you on your 
"4 editorial entitled “Nemesis,” in 
which you discuss the Greek situation 
with great sagacity? At the Labour 
Party Conference I heard Ernest 
Bevin make a powerful defence of the 
Government policy in Greece. He 
made four main points: 

1. That the Greek situation had 


| been the responsibilitv of the Cabinet. 
| not merely of Churchill. He said: “I 


am party to the decisions that have 
been made,” 

2. That the eonsent of all parties 
had been obtained prior to entering 
Greece and that EAM had not kept 
its word. 


3. That the United Nations had 
agreed together on the policies to be 
pursued, Russia undertaking ‘the 
main problem of Rumania,” Britain 
“the main problem of Greece.” 

4, That it was necessary to~safe- 
guard the British position in the 
Mediterranean. 


This last point is really the crux of the 
whole business. For Churchill and Bevin alike 
this is not an ideological war—it is a war for 
the defence of the British Empire threatened 
first by Nazi Germany. But Nazi Germany is 
the only Power capable of disputing with 
Russia the fate of Eastern Europe. That is 
why Churchill has adopted the Russian view on 
the Polish question—he has no choice in the 
matter. In the same way the penetration of 
the Balkans either by Nazi Germany or 
Russia would be resisted by Britain. Once 
Nazi power is broken these insidious troubles 
will become open sores. The domination of 
Greece by ELAS would subject that unhappy 
country to Russian influence. So ELAS must 
be suppressed. 


The Russians have been silent during these 
recent developments in Greece because Hitler 
is not yet defeated and the appearance of unity 
must be maintained. I wonder how many 
people understand what this silence means. 
The Russians dare not lend open support to the 
British Government because that would be a 
betrayal of their connexion with the Left-wing 
resistance movements. On the other hand they 
are slow to support ELAS because that would 
make obvious the split among the ‘United 
Nations.”” And so Plus ca change, plus c’est 


la meme chose. 
REG. MOSS 
49 Boon Hill, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent. 


The Labour mind 


THE debate on Greece of Dec. 8. 
~~ last, unlike most debates in Par- 
liament, threw some light on an im- 
portant point: the mind of the Labour 
MP. Mr. Churchill’s critics spoke like 


LETTERS | 


old habitués of the Left Book Club, 
persons who had paid their annual 
subscription for years, in return for 
immunity from thoughts not the 
echoes of their own. They appeared 
altogether unaware of, at any rate 
unprepared for, the obvious retorts 
they provoked. 


Is it an inheritance from the long 
tradition of two-party government 
that politicians in England have be- 
come incapable of envisaging more 
than two sides to any question? The 
Greeks themselves, with their hun- 
dred-odd parties of the Republic, must 
know better. For years now politi- 
cians and publicists of the Left have 
been conspiring to believe that the 
differences between themselves are as 
nothing to those that divide them 
from “the Right.” 


It was characteristic that during the Spanjsh 
Civil) War the anarchists were roundly de- 
nounced for their reluctance to co-operate 
who!e-heartedly against Franco with the other 
parties of which they disapproved. They might 
as well have been blamed for not co-operating 
with Franco against the Government. 


It was solely by exposing the welter of 
different meanings attached to the terms 
“Left,” “popular,” “democratic,” that Church- 
ill was able to leave his opponents stammer- 
ing. Under such ambiguous labels have poli- 
ticians managed to conceal the distinction 
between government by _ anti-Conservative 
forces, however gained or wielded, and govern- 
ment by a fairly elected majority. If heft 
politicians mean the former, then by al] means 
let them denounce Churchill for hia attempts 
to disarm the Resistance in Greece and else- 
where—and join the Communist Party as soon 
as possible. If the latter, then let them de- 
nounce him for his policy of arming royalists, 
so nicely calculated to make fair elections im- 
possible. On either count he is vulnerable: 
but not on both. To attack the Government 
for disarming and abusing the popular forces, 
in the name of free elections, ia to court 
humiliation. Churchill] has only to define 
democracy as it has been defined and admired 
in Engiand for a century to expose the con- 
fusion of the Labour mind and appear as the 
spokesman of liberty. 

F. A. LEA 


NEW DEAL FOR THE 
“COCOA COLONIES” 


HE humble tin of cocoa on your 

breakfast table May stand as a 
symbol of a notable departure in our 
colonia] policy. The prime sin of 
British imperialism this past twenty 
years has been the lack of a plan for 
rapid development towards political 
and economic freedom in our colonies. 
The failure of our Colonial Office 
either to restrain effectively European 
capitalists, traders, and settlers or to 
plan vigorously for native develop- 
ment. has resulted in _ increasing 
poverty, ill-health and misery, par- 
ticularly in Africa. 


The material success of probably 
the richest of British colonies, the 
Gold Coast, has been founded mainly 
on cocoa-farming. This industry had 
a romantic birth in a ,cocoa-pod 
smuggled in by a labourer from the’ 
plantations of Fernando Po in 1879. 
Favoured by a suitable climate, an 
abundant fertility of the soil, and the 
possibility of production with little 
special skill or capital, there was 
rapid expansion. In 1927 the value of 
the crop touched a peak figure of 
€11,700,000, and constituted 44 per 
cent. of the tota] world cocoa exports. 


Financial stranglehold 


A climate too unhealthy for white 
settlement saved the Gold Coast from 
the usual evil of European _land- 
grabbing, and cocoa farming re- 
mained almost entirely in native 
hands. But the financial] services 
involved in pro@uction for export 
created an adequate opportunity for 
outsiders to exploit the native 
growers, and advances by money- 
lenders and cocoa merchants at high 
rates of interest soon led the pro- 
ducers into financial morass. On top 
of this and other difficulties, they 
finally had to face the obstacle of the 
marketing system. 


Prior to 1939 almost the entire 
crop was purchased by thirteen Euro- 
pean firms. which operated com- 
petitively through numerous inter- 
mediaries, with the inevitable result 
of very low prices for the growers. 
Then in 1937 these buying firms con- 
cluded an agreement to purchase the 
whole crop at a fixed price. The oro- 
bable further lowering of the already 
meagre reward for their labours im- 
cited the growers to a remarkably 


unanimous “hold-up” of all cocoa sup- 
plies, which lasted for six months, 

This passive resistance was so 
serious in its effects that a Royal Com- 
mission was sent from this country 
to investigate. The commission de- 
livered a stinging report on the in- 
efficiencies and abuses of cocoa- 
marketing methods, and_ strongly 
urged that some form of co-operative 
marketing organization should be set 
up, with government help, to protect 
the interests of the growers, At that 
time less than 3 per cent. of the crop 
was handled by _ producers’  co- 
operatives. 


Centralized marketing 


Since 1939 the whole crop has been 
purchased each year by a government 
agency set up by the Colonial Office, 
which sells it overseas, usually at 
market prices. In October, the 
Government announced in a White 
Paper that it will similarly buy the 
whole crop for the next two seasons, 
and also stated its future policy. 

This is in essence a continuation of 
the war-time official marketing 
agencies in the Gold Coast and 
Nigeria, but with majority represen- 
tation: on them for African growers. 
Accrued profits from the war years 
will be utilized to smooth out 
seasonal fluctuations of prices and to 
finance a cocoa research organization; 
both vitally important measures for 
the welfare of the millions of Africans 
now dependent on the cocoa in- 
dustry. Of equal importance is an 
undertaking to foster the co-operative 
movement amongst the producers. 

Success will depend on _ practical 
proof that the benefits of the scheme 
are really going to the growers and 
not into the vockets of the big Euro- 
pean cocoa firms and shippers. The 
rapid development of the co-operative 
movement is equally necessary for 
success, creating in the farmers a 
senSe of persona]: interest in the 
arrangements and at the same time 
fivine them™practical experience in 
democratic. organization. ’ 

Thus a tin of cocoa may De symbolic 
of an interesting exneriment in State 
control for the economic berefit, of 
Africans as opposed to the previous 
lack of volicy which left them oven 
to exploitation by European interests. 


Denis Riley 
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P.P.U. Development column 


VOICES AND 
VOTES 


NE of the real difficulties about 

democracy is that it tends to re- 
duce all discussion to the lowest 
common denominator of agreement; 
sometimes much lower! One of its 
greatest boons is that it makes 
possible the modification and revision 
of the many half-baked and mis- 
guided suggestions to which even the 
Most eminent of us, at times, give 
birth. 

When democratic procedure stifles 
an idea of genius, We think it deplor- 
able. But we give thanks for a 
system which makes it unnecessary 
for National Council to consult 10,000 
members every time it wants to make 
a decision. 

If you can giwe a pretty clear ex- 
pression to any brilliant idea that you 
have, you stand a good chance of short- 


NATIONAL 
COUBICIL 


fa) 
6 


17 AREAS 


350 Groups a 220 Contact Members 


circuiting the whole system and gain- 
ing the ear of Nationa} Council, That 
doesn’t happen very often! We ask 
you to tal« over your less brilliant 
ideas and suggestions with the other 
members of your group, who will also 
be influenced by the reports of 
Nationa] Council] meetings. At the 
Area Meeting, the issues will be 
talked out with representatives of 
other groups and the Area Represen- 
tative will come to Council] with a 
cross-section of the opinion in his con- 
stituency. But. before each natioyal 
AGM, you also elect 18 people to 
Counci] in a personal, not a represen- 
tative, capacity. They are, officially, 
the people with most wisdom and 
knowledge of PPU affairs. That is 
how, We try to take account of your 


voices and votes. 
* * * 


£8 OFFERED for 2 good standard 

portab'e typewriter, for use by 
the West of England Area Organizer. 
Write to Development Officer at Dick 
Shepnard House, 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 


PLEASE REMEMBER 
—that postal deliveries are liable to 
delay when sending advertisements or 
other copy to Peace News. We cannot 
accept responsibility for non-publica- 
tion of copy which hag arrived later 
than Monday even if posted in what 
would generally be good time. 


-U.NLR.R.A. faces a crisis 


Relief subordinated 
to power-politics 


UNRRA has been withdrawn from 

Greece. UNRRA hasbeen 
unable to secure a single ‘hip to 
earry relief to Yugo-Slavia. UNRRA 
has been able to do little to help Italy. 
UNRRA has not been asked to send 
supplies to France and Belgium. In 
the Lords debate UNRRA was called 
“UNRRA the unready.” The Times 
declares that “the impulse that 
created UNRRA will fade out in dis- 
illusion if it cannot find expression.” 


The formal position is, of course, 
that the military has assumed respon- 
sibility for relief measures to civilians 
for a period_provisiondlly defined as 
six months after the area has been 
cleared of the enemy forces. At the 
end of this period the military will 
hand over to the “approved” civil 
authority: and it then rests with the 
civil authority to invite UNRRA to do 
such relief work as the civi] authority 
wishes in whichever Way the civil 
authority wishes it done. 


COMPROMISED 


Just as UNRRA has become hope- 
lessly compromised in Greece by 
getting entangled with military 
measures during the period of mili- 
tarv control, so it is feared it will 
become entangled in political up- 
heavals if it is obliged to identify 
itself with régimes that may be very 
unwelcome to whole sections of the 
population, and which may therefore 
seek to reserve the main benefits of 
relief for their own supporters and 
as a political weapon. The outlook 
is indeed black for UNRRA. In 
general terms it is easy to say that 
UN BRA should be given more free- 
dom of action; it should negotiate on 
an equal basis with the military and 
with the civil administrations; it 
should have supplies and shipping 
under its own direct control. But in 
practice it Mav well be the case that 
UNRRA has already been reduced to 
complete subservience to the great 


What the P.P.U. 
stands for 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the PPU: “I renounce war 
and I will never support or sanction 
another.” 


If, after reading Peace News, you would 
like to know more about the Peace Pledge 
Union, write for information to: The 
General Secretary, Peace Pledge Union, 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, 
London,” W.C.1. 


lf you decide that you cannot support 
thig or any other war, it will encourage 
others and may be helpful to yourself if 
you join the Union. 


The Union stands for the rejection of 


war, for the method of seeking to over- 
come evil by good, and for the constant 
endeavour to create right relationships 
among men and nations. 


" 


Powers and their own policies. 

No more disquieting example of this can be 
found than Lord Selborne’s own defence of 
UNRRA—if indeed anything more disquieting 
can be imagined than a defence of the main 
international relief agency by the Minister 
responsible for the food blockade! Why, he 
was asked in the Lords on Dec. 14, had not 
France and Belgium applied to UNRRA for 
relief supplies? Lord Seiborne’s reply was a 
reference to ‘The Combined Boards” which 
are, he said, 

“Amgrican, United Kingdom and Canadian 

organizations for allocating the resources of 

the world’ (our emphasis) ‘“‘and UNRRA is 
in the closest touch with the Combined 

Boards. But it is with the Combined Boards 

that the last word rests in regard to the 

allocation* of any commodity; and that of 
course is a limiting factor on UNRRA, as it 
is on everybody else ... For instance, the 

Combined Boards decide how much food shall 

be allotted for the United Kingdom, how 

much food shall remain in the United States, 
how much food or what supplies will be 
availabie for the armies in the East and the 
armies in Europe ... They (Belgium and 
France) have a certain amount of food in 
their own countries, they are in command of 
all the available resources, they knew what 
the deficiencies are and they can make direct 
application to the Combined Boards for any 
materials that have to be imported rather 
than avail themselves of the machinery of 
UNRRA.” 


RELIEF COMES SECOND 


Thus, Anglo-American controlled Boards 
decide how much is Ieft over for UNRRA's 
work; and UNRRA—representing, as it does, 
forty-four United Nations, may use what it is 
given, provided it does what it is told by the 
Anglo-American military high command or by 
the later civil administration which the Anglo- 
American high command has approved and in 
whose defepce—as the case of Greece has made 
plain—Anglo-American armed forces will be 
used if necessary. 

We are concerned with relief problems, not 
with power-politics. But we cannot fail to see 
that relief has been entirely subordinated to 
power-politics, and that no facile solution can 
be put forward. At least it is clear that 
responsibility for any shortcomings in Euro- 

‘pean relief in 1945 does not rest primarily 
with the officials of UNRRA. 


a 
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WORDS OF PEACE 
No. 106 


I write this sitting in a British 
prison... Anger and resentment 
have often filled my mind, yet as I sit 
here, and look deep into my mind and 
heart, I do not find any anger against 
England or the’ English people. I dis- 
like British Imperialism and I resent 
its imposition on Indig; I dislike the 
capitast system; and-I dislike ex- 
ceedingly and resent the way India is 
exploited by the ruling elasses of 
Britain. But I do not hold England or 
the English people as a whole respon- 
sible for this for it is a little foolish 
to lose one’s temper at or to condemn 
a whole people. They are as much the 
victims of circumstances as we are. 


—Jawaharlal] Nehru in 1934— 
seventh imprisonment. 


A Welsh calendar 


A very charming calendar for 1945 
has been issued by Heddychwyr 
Cymru—the PPU in Wales. The 
Englishman may find himself a little 
bewildered by the Celtic month names. 
But in compensation he will have one 
of the most beautiful small calendars 
obtainable today, The verse by Dyfed, 
beneath the design, can be translated 
thus: 


“Thy Kingdom come.” Let all enjoy 

The thrill of Thy redeeming grace; 

Shine through the clouds of the sin of 
the age 


livith Thy law of. conciliation—the 
| Peace of Thy Cross, ~ 


ey Pe 
REPORT TO NEW ZEALAND PARLIAMENT ON 


C.0. PETITIONS 


From a correspondent 
| WELLINGTON, N.Z., Dec. 2 
A REPORT was made to Parlia- 


committee which for 183 hours on 
five days spread over a fortnight in 
October heard evidence presented on 
behalf of more than 7,000 petitions 
for the setting-up of an Appellate 
Tribunal for COs, the ending of in- 
determinate sentences, and the 
release of more than 600 COs now in 
detention “for the duration.” (The 
petitions were first reported in PN on 
Dec, 22.) At present there is Ng pro- 
vision for appeal from decisidns of 
the local tribunal. 

The committee’s finding was that, 
because this was a matter affecting 
Government policy it had no recom- 
mendation. But it was reported that 
his decision wag not unanimous. 

Two Labour Members spoke 


DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Maximum size, 3 column inches. Copy by 
lefirst post Friday. 

Space for displayed advertisements in Peace 
News is limited: most of it is booked well in 
advance of publication. Prospective advertisers 
will help to avoid disappointment by asking 
for space to be reserved at least 3 weeks ahead. 


strongly and courageously in the 
House, deprecating the failure of the 
committee to commend the petitions 
and urging the setting-up of an 
Appellate Tribunal. Thejr open in- 


| 4 
| tervention in an unpopular cause Was 
ment on Nov. 30 by the petitions | notable because it is rare in the NZ 


Parliament, 

Pacifists here are not discouraged, 
as they feel that the Government is 
coming to the point where it will 
recognize that it must solve in some 
wav the dilemma it has created for 
itself. 


Death of Romain Rolland 


T[THE death of Romain Rolland, the 
famous French writer, who was 
bitterly attacked for his pacifist 
views during the last war, was 
announced by Paris radio on Monday. 
He was about 78 years of age. i 

He was a Nobel Prize winner in 
1915. 

At the end of 1943 he was reported to be in 
a German concentration camp, and in October 
of that year the German News Agency reported 
his death. 

In May last, however, a cable to Mr. Gandhi 
from Prof. Edmond Privat, an old friend of 
the Indian leader, said: ‘‘Romain Rolland well. 
Love from us both.” <A biography of Mr. 
Gandhi was among Romain Rolland’s writings. 

We hope to publish a fuller appreciation of 
his work next week. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 60 
words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When correaponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or 
aold in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to McCraith and Brooks. Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888. 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
tg the requirements of pacifiste, 

HOUSES and Flats to let in all 
districta. Available to those offering 
tenancy of their present accommoda- 
tion in exchange. Full details from 
National House and_Flat Exchange, 
BCM/Registry, London, W.C.1. Please 
mention Peace News and_ enclose 
etamp. 

PACIFIST MARRYING early March 
seeks flat or suitahle accommodation 
in West London. Barnes preferred. 
Box 762. 

PACIFIST WOMAN TEACHER 
would like to offer comfortable home 
in Birmingham guburb to schoolgir! 
or young woman. Moderate terms for 
board. Rox 763. 

SMALL HOUSE or flat wanted 
urgently. buy or rent, London area, 
for P.P.U. official. Box 771. 

VERY URGENT. Small house or 
bungalow needed by invalid and 
housekeeper, within 50 milea of 
London. Rent or low purchase. Re- 
moval imperative for health reasons. 
Box 7790. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; al] modern com‘orts. A. and K 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel 
Ambergate 44.) 


EDUCATIONAL 

FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking an 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes 1s. Gd. Dorothy 
Matthews, B A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd. 
London, N.W.8. (PRI. 5686.) 

BURGESS HILL SCHOOL. Co- 
educational. Boarders 5-11 at Red- 
hurst, Cranleigh. Day pupils 9-18 at 
11 Oak Hill Park, N.W3. High stan- 
dard in social responsibility, academic 
subjects, art and music. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 

WAR RESISTERS’ International 
would welcome gifts of foreign 
stamna, for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.RJI. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Please send 
to the War Resisters’ International. 
11 Abhey Rd.. Enfield. 

BINOCULARS, MICROSCOPES. 
projectors, ete., bought. sold. ex- 
changed. Mention Peace News. Apple 
ton, 215 Anglesey Road. Burton-on- 
Trent 

UNICORN BRAND Foot Paste is 
the safe and sure remedy for corns. 
hard skin and warts. It never fails 
7d, per box (inc. tax): 3 boxes post 
free 1s. 9d. Get it today. We repeat 
—it never fnils. Barker's, Station 
Road. Sandiacre. Notte. 

LAMB BRAND Typewriter Rib- 
bons. 30s. dozen. 18s. 6d. six, 1fs 
three, 9s. 6d. each. all postage paid 
Mention models, colours, P.N. Hard- 
mans, 15 Prospect Place, Preston. 


LITERATURE, etc. 

BOOKS LOANED to C.0.*« on 
agric., forestry, ete. Marshall, 21 
Wheatlap4a Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 

“LEARN TO SPEAK" by Florence 
Surfleet, Is. 6d. (1s. 8d. post free), 
es bar ‘a jRECDDS or individually. 

eadley rothers, 9 i 
Woes 10 Kingaway, 

BEGIN 1945 WELL. Send 5s. to 
“PN21,” 30 Darby Rd., Oldbury. for 
12 issues ‘‘Christian Party News- 
Letter.” Contributors include Dr. 
Belden, Rev. H. J. Dale, Rhys Davies, 
Patrick Figgis, Ruth Fry, Ronald 
Mallone, Norman Robbins. Construc- 
tive approach; sane comments; au- 
thentic facts; new poems. 

MEETINGS, etc. 

BOURNE END, Bucks. St. Mark's 
Schoolroom, Mon., Jan. 8, 8 p-m_ Dr. 

_K. Jameson. “The Future of 
India.” Margaret Pope in the chair. 
Lecal sunnart please! 

- WILFRED WELLOCK agpeaks on 

Germany and the Future—Wart or 
Peace?” _ Chairman, Robert Entwistle. 
St. Martin’s Hall, Goodwyn Ave., Mill 
Hill. Fri.. Jan. 12, 7.45 p.m. Buses 
240. 118. 251 to Broadway. 

LONDON FORTM. Direcjor: Fred- 
rick Lohr. Publie lecture. W. W. 
Coune on “Nietzsche and the Reversal 
of Values.” 7.15 p.m., Mon., Jan. 8, 
8 Endslei¢h Gdns.. W.C.1. 

TAUNTON: JAN. 12. social in aid 
of Friends’ Ambulance Fund in Weir- 
field School Hall, 4.30 to 7.30. Laur. 
ence Housman at 4.30. Artistes in- 
elude Esme and Vera _ Beringer. 
Tickets at 2s. from Smith’s Music 
Shon High Street. 

MIDLAND PACIFIST FELLOW 
SHIP: Jan. 7, 2.45 vo.m., Selly Oak 
FM.H. Wilfred Wellock, ‘Russia 
and World Peace.” 


PERSONAT 
CENTRAL LONDON Dramatic 
Group has vacancies. Rehearsals one 
night weekly. Previous stage experi- 
ence not essential. Box 760. 


ADVERTISER WISHES to hear of 
anyone interested in getting together 
an international pacifist society of 
artists, musicians, ete., with the object 
of forming an overseas settlement. 
Non-community, non-communist and 
not exélusively Christian. Box 765. 

DENSELOW. Dec. 28 to Barbara 
and Michael Denselow of 5 Wellington 


Rd., Bournemouth, a son, Robin 
Nicholas. 
GEOFFREY DANDO and Ruth 


Diffring-Pollack take pleasure in 
announcing their recent engagement. 
Their permanent address for corre- 
apondence is BM/NBTL, London, 
W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants in doubt are recammended 
to consult the Central Board for COs. 
6 Endsleigh St.. W.C.1, which will 
often be able to give useful advice. 


IS THERE ANY active young per 
son who would consider helping single 
C.0O. with market-garden and fruit 
farm in South. Pocket money at first 
full wages later with honus. All 
letters anewered. Rox 7F& 

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED to care 
for two boys (aged 44 and 3) and 
young widower of 46. Christian pro- 
gressive and pref. fond of Jand-wark 
and antdoor activities. Write Rox 761 

SPICELAND FRIENDS’ CENTRE 
snd Youth Hostel, Blackborough. 
Cullompton, Devon. require cook and 
eardener or couple to share these 
duties. Gardener to manage large 
kitchen garden with some soft fruit. 
Details fram Warden. 

ARGANTZING SECRETARY to 
P.PU. Public Action Committee. 
Particulars af the job will be sent on 
aunliention to Gen Secretary. P.P.U.. 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. Closing date 
Jan, 12. 


COWMAN-ASSISTANT WANTED 
for small modern farm (preferably 
married). Cottage. Excellent pros- 
pects for keen worker. Yorkshire. 
Box 766. 

WANTED: ARTIST-CRAFTSMAN 
to do some teaching and be responsible 
for general maintenance of furniture, 
decorations, etc. Community basis. 
Apply Sherwood School, Epsom. 
Phone 9125. 

TEACHING—VACANCIES for men 
and women of Matriculation standard 
for junior supervised work—salaried 
posts. Apply Box 767. 

YOUNG WOMAN wanted for 
domestic work and work on poultry 
farm and/or farm office. Live out. 
North-West. Box 769. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


MARKET -GARDENING, §agricul- 
tural. or similar work desired by 
pacifist, 24, land exemption. Any 
Jocality, but Home Counties or West 
England preferred. Some experience 
horticulture. Box 764, 

ANARCHIST AUTHOR (28), uni- 
versity trained (France). seeks work 
of an interesting character to enlarge 
experience. Box 768. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P.. 


Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature- 
cure treatment of disease, - 

REGINALD BAILEY. N.C.P., 
Psychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 
Treatment (Bates Method). 134 Hop- 


pers Rd., Winchmore Hill. N.21. Con- 
sultations by anpointment. Postal 
advice viven. Palmers Green 7868. 
RAZOR BLADES (three holes} 
sharpened—l04d. per doz. post free. 
Send your address with blades. W. 
Shape, 13 Southbridge Rd., Croydon. 


We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre 


quency of continuing advertiaementa. 
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“OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


are now disregarded, if pot by the 
people, by the publicists, of Britain. 
They may not accept “the accursed 
philosophy of yiolence” for their own 
country; but they do for every other, 
They would do well to give heed to 
Lord Templewood’s warning: 


“Tt is difficult enough to understand the 
politics of one’s own country. From my own 
experience on the Continent it is per-ectiy 
impossible for Englishmen to understand the 
internal politics of many of the Continental 
countries t@lay. Let us keep clear of getting 
involved in the party controversies of other 
countries, Let us not project into those Con- 
tinental controversies our own habits of 
thought and our own terminology. At this 
moment many of my friends here are talking 
airiiy about general elections and _plebiscites. 
It may be that genera] elections and p/lebiscites 
are necessary, but let no one think fer a 
moment that in certain parts of Europe today 
general elections and plebiscites are going to 
be anything like what they would be here.” 


It is the simplest commonsense. But 
it is universally forgotten. 


Unreal divisions 


ORD Templewood’s other warning 
was against dividing Europe into 
definite camps. 


“Let us not divide Europe into Reds and 
Whites, Communists and Fascists. This .is 
playing the German game. This is what the 


Germans are trying to do in Spain and in 
every other country on the Continent. I do not 
believe in such cuteund-dried divisions . . I 


believe that in Spain, as in other parts of the 
Continent, the great body of the population, 
the ordinary men and women, are neither Red 
nor White. They are very much what they 
would be here, simple people who wish to live 
their lives free from foreign aggression from 
outside and from civil war within.” 


Roots of Fascism 


PYRERE was in the Sunday Times 

(Dec, 31) an interesting discussion 
ef the question: Is this an ideological 
war? “No,” said Hugh Molson, MP, 
‘Gt is a war—on traditional British 
lines—to prevent the domination of 
Europe by a single Power.” “Yes,” 
said Har@ld Lasxi, “it is a war against 
Fascism,” the essence of which he 
defined as “antagonism to the com- 
mon man.” 

“The purpose of the United Nations is to 
roet out the conditions—economic, social, poli- 
tical—which made its emergence possible in 
the 19th century.’”’ 

This does not take us very far. 
What are the conditions that made 
the emergence of Fascism possible? 
Chief among them, surely, was the 
internal weakness —- amounting to 
paralysis—of~democracy in Europe. 
How does Mr. Laski propose to-root 
that out? As fay as the evidence goes 
Fascism is more congenial to the 
common man where it emerges than 
the unworkable democracy it super- 
sedes. 


The common motive 
WVHETHER there is any common 


denominator among the purposes 
of the United Nations is extremely 
doubtful. The least despairful way of 
regarding the war is to see it as the 
only way this pérplexed and _ be- 
wildered human society can “get a 
move on”: break through the impasse 
created by its own contradictions. 
Economically, Fascism represents an 
advance: so does Communism. Politi- 
cally, from the liberal point of view, 
both are retrogressions. The USA 
and Britain may be said to be fighting 
for liberalism; Russia certainly not. 
But a far more potent motive in 
every case is the idea of national 
security. That is really common to 
all the belligerents: to Japan v. USA; 
and to Russia and Britain v. Ger- 
many. The common man, all over 
the world, is vastly more concerned 
about national security than any- 
thing else. If the common man in 
Germany was really repressed, it 
could not have continued the fight, as 
it is doing. It would have collapsed 
as surely as Russia did in 1917. Mr. 
Laski will have to think up another 
story. 


C.B.E. FOR PACIFIST 
The award of the CBE to Mr, Ed- 


ward Barnsley, a PPU member, was 
included in the New Year Honours 
List. Mr, Barnsley is a designer and 
maker of hand-made furniture. His 
wife is group leader of Petersfield 
PPU group. 

“Furniture made in the Froxfield, Hants., 
workshop of Mr. Barnsley can be found in the 
House of Lords, Westminster Abbey, West- 
minster Cathedra], and many a don’s rooms at 
Oxford,” reported the News Chronicle on 


Monday. ‘He carries on a tradition started by 
hia father.” 


Force and fraud are in war the two cardina) 
virtues.—_Thomas Hobbes. 


‘CEASE DEMANDING SURRENDER’ 


P.P.U. statement on 
Greece 


The following emergency state- 
ment on the conflict in Greece was 
issued from Dick Sheppard House 
on January 1 and given general 
approval by the PPU Nafional 
Executive on Tuesday. 


°WT is a serious reflection on British 
statesmanship that the New 
Year should bring no abatement of 
the fierce fighting between Greek and 
British forces, which has now con- 
tmued for more than a month. We, 
with all British people, welcomed the 
dash to Athens at Christmas by the 
Prime Minister and the Foreign 
Secretary—a gesture which had at 
least the outward grace of peace- 
making. We deeply regret that the 
gesture was made void by the British 
failure to propose a truce of arms for 
the duration of the peace conference 
and by Mr. Churchill’s ill-judged in- 
sistence on General Scobie’s terms, 
We add our own praise to that of 
all who have expressed British grati- 
tude for the great service rendered 
by the Archbishop Damaskinos who, 
not for the first time, has acted as an 
impartial, and therefore respected, 
peace-maker at a time of grave 


national crisis. Our thanks also go 
out to Mr. Churchill, Mr. Eden, and 
the Greek representatives who have 
made possible the choice of the Arch- 
bishop as sole Regent until free 
elections become possible. y 

The ensuing resignation of the 
Papandreou Cabinet shows plainly 
that the earlier British refusal to per- 
mit such resignation was a grave 
error of judgment and an unwarrant-. 
abld interference in the affairs of 
Greece. Whatever criticisms may be 
made of M. Papandreou, we are not 
unmindful that he offered resignation 
at a time when its acceptance might 
have led to an early cessation of 
bloodshed, : 

The way is now clear for the estab- 
lishment of a temporary all-party 
Government. We pray that the Arch- 
bishop may be successful in his 
efforts to this end, and hope that both 


parties—since clearly neither is free | 


from blame—will uphold the new 


Government until elections can take 


place. 
Position of ELAS 


These developments revolutionize 
the situation in which General 
Scobie’s terms were framed. ELAS 
is no longer a rebellion against ‘“‘con- 
stitutional” government. The fiction 
that the Papandreou Cabinet had any 
foundation in the popular will has 
bzen abandoned. ELAS is now “rebel” 
only to the British military authori- 
ties, inasmuch as their regular forces 
were formally placed under that com- 
mand by the Onserta agreement. The 
situation in Greece brought about by 
the introduction of an unpopular 
Government backed by British armed 
force has transformed the position; 
forma] adherence to the Caserta 
terms would now be only an excuse 


THEY PASSED . BY 


The following story from a BUP 
correspondent with the Americans 
in Belgium was quoted by The Star, 
Dec, 28: 


WHEN a German paratrooper 
jumped to land behind our lines 
he came down in a tree, got caught 
in the branches and was nearly 
choked. : 
He screamed for help. Belgian 
civilians walking that way heard 
him—and walked on. It was cold, 
and the paratrooper was up in that 
tree all night. 
Next day he was brought down—dead 
from exposure. 
of the Good 


From the _ parable 
Samaritan: 

Which now of these three, thinkest 
thou, was neighbour unto him that 


fell among thieves? 

And he said, He that shewed mercy 
on him. Then said Jesus unto-him, 
Go and do thou likewise. 


GREETINGS FROM N.Z. PACIFISTS 


An airgraph just received from 
New Zealand by the General Secre- 
tary of the PPU in Britain contains 
this greeting from a recent conference 
of the NZ Christian Pacifist Society: 


“This national conference, with a sense of 
increasing fellowship with men of peace and 
good will in all Jans, sends warm greetings 
and good wishes, together with an affirmation 
of our faith in the ultimate triumph of right- 
eousness, peace, good will and human freedom, 

| and our determination to work unceasingly to 
| that end, with thanks for interest and endea- 
vours in relation to our problems in NZ.”’ 


for upholding a false conception of 
military prestige. 

We plead that General Scobie 
should cease demanding surrender and 
should limit his terms to an imme- 
diate truce of arms pending the 
formation of the new Government. 
British military and political spokes- 


men should play no part in the sub- | 


sequent agreements on disarmament 
between the new Greek Government 
and the ELAS regular and other 
forces. 


UNRRA’s withdrawal 


We consider-that the military’s instructions 
to UNRRA to withdraw from Greece—not only 
from the area where the fighting is taking 
place but from other areas es well—was an 
abuse of power entailing severe and unmerited 
suffering to innocent Greek civilians and seri- 
ously compromising the reputation of UNRRA 
in the Balkans as an impartial international 
relief agency. We express our admiration and 
gratitude to the &ix members of the Friends’ 
Ambulance Unit in Athens who are reported 
to be continuing their first-aid work imparti- 
ally to casualties on either side, often at ex- 
treme risk. We believe that these have truly 
represented Britain in Greece during these 
tragic weeks. We hope that their example will 
inspire an early return by UNRRA to full- 
seale relief work in Greece. 

It is above all things necessary that the 
fighting should be stopped immediately. Be- 
yond that it is vital that the new elections 
shall be held under conditions which give full 
confidence to the electorate. We would there- 
fore humbly suggest to the mew Greek Govern- 
ment that a neutral and non-military inter- 
national commission should be invited to 
Greece to supervise the elections, with full 
facilities for investigation. Swedes and Swiss, 
whose relief work in Greece has earned the 
admiration and confidence of the nation, might 
well be acceptable—and it cannot be doubted 
that they would glad!y give this Jast and best 
service to the Greek people for whom they have 
already done so much. 

While desiring in no way to limit the free- 
dom of members of the PPU to express other 
opinions on the issues dealt with in this state- 
ment, or to discuss the more controversial 
aspects of the crisis, PPU Headquarters asks 
that those members and groups who find this 
judgment acceptable and truly expressive of 
their own concern should recognize an obliga- 
tion to give such pubfie expression to these 
views as may be possible in the next few days. 
We hope and betieve that the statement fairly 
represents the opinion of the great majority of 
members of the Peace Pledge Union. o 


Pacifism and 


Conference of teachers 
and youth workers 


Q)VER 60 people attended a. con- 
ference at Friends House, 
London, on, Saturday for pacifist 
teachers and youth workers, arranged 
by the Youth Committee of the PPU. 
Representatives were presenc from 
South Wales and many parts of 
England, as well as from London. It 
was believed to be the first national 
conference of its kind to be held. 
The first subject, introduced by 
Thora Whitterf (London), was “Should 
we try to get the pacifist message 
across to children and young people?” 
The speaker dealt with the question 
in relation to children under 14, and 
said that she believed it to be wrong 
on moral, democratic, and common- 
sense grounds for teachers to pro- 
pagate pacifism to children of such 
ages. It was not possible for them 
consciously to accept the pacifist 
position of war regunciation: pacifism 


' 


|was a philosophy for the fearless. 


She did not think that war propa--; 
ganda had made a lasting impression 
on young children. 

In discussion it was suggested that 
on young people aged 14 to 16 war 
propaganda, especially through the 
cinema, had much more effect. One 
club-leader stated that his members 
aged 16-18 were cynical about every- 
thing, including the war. 

Summing up, the chairman (Alex 
Wood) said that there were three 
groups to be considered in this con- 
nection—under 14, 14-16, and over 
16, the middle group being the most 
“war-minded.” He urged co-opera- 
tion between pacifists and non-paci- 
fists in trying to secure better films. 


PURPOSE OF EDUCATION 


The second subject, introduced by 
Bert Tavener (Northampton), was 
“Ig the present educational system 
and the usual school curriculum cal- 
culated to promote the full develop- 
ment of each person?” The speaker 
(said that he believed with John 
Maemurray that the purpose of edu- 
cation was to enable children to 
idevelop their inherent capacity for a 
full human life. He thought that the 
present system failed because too 
little attention was paid to what con- 
stitutes the good life; also because 
children, who form the society of 
tomorrow, are not allowed sufficient 
freedom of development. 

He raised the question whether the present 


educational system is failing in its true pur- 
pose because it does not allow children to 


Pattern for Europe 
(continued from front page) 


upsurge of the resistance movements, 
with Britain and Russia increasingly 
} revealed as rival ‘backers. 
| The outcome can only be_ the 
repetition throughout Europe of the 
tragic dénouement in Greece (with 
the growing dangcr of an open breach 
with Russia) unless the progressive 
elements in British politics can 
|realize their errors and repudiate 
Churchill and all his works. 

The situation calls for the creation 
in Britain of a2 movement correspond- 
ing to the Continental resistance 
movements, which shall offer them an 
alternative to totalitarian com- 
munism, which shall share their 
aspirations for a truly co-operative 
European society, which shall re- 
nounce imperialism overseas and 
power-politics in Europe, which shall 
subordinate military .mecessity to the 
relief of human suffering, and which 
shall (as a necessary corollary) 
break the deadlock of ‘unconditional 
surrender” by the offer of terms to 
Germany which her people can accept 
without forfeiting their self-respect. 

The PPU must be ready to wel- 
come and sponsor such a movement— 
it will have need of the non-violent 
alternative to armed _ insurrection 
which the pacifist, better than anyone, 
can supply. And pacifism, in turn, 
will profit. Unless content to remain 
an ineffective personal idiosyncrasy, 
the adjunct of a moribund bourgeois 
democracy, British pacifism, like In- 
dian pacifism, must be prepared to 
assume a position of leadership in the 


fight against privilege and_ social 
injustice. 

If it fail, the rising tide of “re- 
sistance” will seek “its inspiration 


elsewhere and will expend itself, as so 
often before, in the barren futility of 
| violence and civi] war. The conflict 
bebween Order and Liberty, soluble 
only by a synthesis of the two, will 
'end once more in‘the negation of both, 


the children 


develop their emotions. The question to which 
no one is giving adequate consideration, he 
said, is ‘‘What are we trying to achieve as the 
end of education?” 

The chairman summed up the discussion as 
follows: (1) What schools can accomplish for 
children depends upon society as a_ whole, 
especially upon the parents. (2) Smaller 
classes are easential. (3) International con- 
tacts are of great importance, 


CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE 


In conclusion, James Strachan (Friends Edu- 
cation Committee) spoke on the teacher's 
contribution to international peace. He thought 
that there should be no propaganda of any 
kind in schools. Rather, international under- 
standing should be promoted through art, 
music, and geography. He thought it unfor- 
tunate that so much time should be given to 
Greek and Roman cultures, based as they were 
on slavery and militarism. 

History, he thought, had to centre around 
English history, and there was no escape from 
battles, kings, and dates. But he urged that 
the lesson should be taught that war spells 
failure of statesmanship; also that England 
has often been aggressive and tyrannical in 
the past. Criticism of some of these ideas 
followed, with the reminder from the chair 
that science is an international subject also. 

It was agreed that a further conference 
should be held to follow up some of the im- 
portant questions that were raised. 
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